  Monte Vista Academic Boosters

Minutes for February 8, 2011
The meeting of the Academic Boosters was called to order at 10:04 a.m. in the career center.    
Welcome/Introduction: Co-chair Karen Beekley welcomed new members. 
Minutes:   Lisa Mason presented minutes from the January meeting via e-mail for approval. Connie Susa moved to approve the minutes, seconded by Carolyn Ross. The minutes were approved by membership as presented. Nola  Padgett circulated a sheet to record attendance and volunteer hours. 
Treasurer’s Report:   Treasurer Kris Griffith was at jury duty, and Karen Beekley filled in to ask for a motion to approve check  #834 for $14 to pay for  postage. Carolyn Ross moved to approve the check, seconded by Lisa DeLorme. The motion was approved.
Ways and Means:  Sue Abood is working on the donation form for the Spring Campaign. She will be looking for volunteers to help stuff envelopes in March. She asked for a volunteer to coordinate the incentive program; we are hoping to offer a discounted or free test prep class to donors.
Co-Chair Report:   Co-chair Karen Beekley reported that after hearing about the issues our school is facing with CAHSEE testing and standards mandated by the federal NCLB (No Child Left Behind) program, she wrote letters to our U.S. senators. Diane Feinstein answered with a letter stating that she felt that NCLB is a worthwhile program, but it is underfunded. Karen encouraged others to write our senators.
Karen reported that incoming freshman parent nights will be held on March 7, 8, and 9. We will be looking for 2-3 volunteers each night to pass out our donation letter and answer questions about Boosters. Co-chairs Karen and Janet will speak at the parent nights.

Karen listed the open positions in Boosters for next year, including Incentive Coordinator, Hospitality, GATE rep, Ways and Means, and Co-Chair. If anyone is interested, please e-mail or speak to Karen.

Counseling report:    Counselor Janelle Mincy and Principal Janet Terranova  were asked to give a presentation on "How are classes chosen for the master schedule".
Janet Terranova first thanked Boosters for the sections we donate.  She said that it is amazing what our contribution does to reduce class size.  This past year, money went to extra math labs, to digital photography, and to reduce class sizes in science and math, among others. Janet said that the 16 sections that we contributed were invaluable.

MV offered a total of 419 sections this year--there would only have been 403 without our Boosters contribution.

The master schedule is based on need, determined by which classes students sign up to take. Janet stressed that it is important for students to balance their academic load, and she asked Boosters members to let other parents know that balance is important. Janelle Mincy showed us the color coded boards that she uses, with the number of classes and sections driven by student sign-ups.  If there is not enough student interest in a particular class, a student may have to get an alternate choice.  Once the master schedule is set, it may be very difficult for a student to change his or her mind about which classes to take.
The district is working on a new course catalogue. MV may have some new classes, including a mock trial class, beginning journalism, and a tutoring class, in which a student may tutor other students. There may also be a blended physics and introduction to engineering class.  There will also be some name changes:  AP JAVA will be called AP Computer Science, and AP Economics will be divided into AP Micro and AP Macro Economics.

Janelle is hoping to have on-line registration again this year.

Questions from members included:  How does one get information on which classes will likely require private tutoring in order for a student to keep up?  Janet stated that there was a process to deal with any academic issues:  the process starts with a conversation with the teacher, then a meeting with a counselor, and then a meeting with an administrator. Another member suggested that teachers could  poll their students and ask how many need tutoring. Another member mentioned that some teachers are not posting grades on School Loop (or perhaps updating grades only 3 times per semester), which makes it difficult to evaluate how a student is doing or whether tutoring is needed until it was very late.
A member asked what Academic Boosters could do to help with the budget problem, and a suggestion was made that members could help get the word out about how important it will be for voters to approve an extension of taxes due to expire.  If the measure doesn't pass, an additional $500-$700 per student may be cut from the budget.

Principal's Report:  Janet Terranova informed us that parents will be receiving an e-mail saying that all students entering 7-12th grades will need a Tdap vaccination before enrolling in the fall. Families may opt out for personal reasons, but if there is an outbreak, students that have opted out will not be allowed to attend school.
Janet also reported that there is a new district policy on bullying, which is available for viewing on the district website. Staff will become mandatory reporters if they become aware of bullying. The administration will be compiling information from students and teachers about bullying.

Janet told us that so far there have been five math workshops and five English workshops for students who did not score proficient on the practice CAHSEE.

Janet reported that we won't know what our school budget will be until after June.  It will depend on whether a vote on the extension of taxes that are due to expire takes place, and whether the tax extensions are voted in. If the measure to extend taxes fails, our district will be facing a loss of $10 million, or something on the order of $500-700 less per student. If it passes, we will be looking at a loss of funding of about $19 per student.  Thus, the district will need to plan with two separate budgets in mind--one assuming the taxes expire, and one assuming the taxes are extended. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Classes and Testing: Lisa DeLorme reported that 220 students have taken test prep classes so far, with seven more classes/tests to go. We are having better attendance than last year, when a total of 227 students took tests.
Hospitality:  Thank you to Cindy Eliahu and other members for providing coffee and treats.
Business Meeting Adjourned:   11:13 a.m. 
Dates to remember:
      1   Next AB Meeting, Tuesday,  March 8, 2011, at 10 a.m.   
      2   PTSA Meeting,  Wednesday, January 26, 2011, at 7:00 p.m. in the Career Center
 Volunteer Hours Recorded between 1/10/11 and 2/7/11: 110
Attendees:
Sue Abood, Lorene Anderson, Karen Beekley, Denise Belt, Lisa DeLorme, Cindy Eliahu, Laura Garcia, Debbie Kenessey, Paola Kiewiet, Heidi Ledoux, Julia Mannheimer, Lisa Mason, Christine McComas, Janet Orgill, Nola Padgett, Carolyn Ross, Marcela Sanchez, Mamta Satoor, Karen Shankman, Connie Susa, Margaret Tanaka, Lori Wolfe, Cathy Haberl Counseling,  Principal Terranova, Dee Pathman-Neil, Denise Mallozzi 
